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CONFLICT, PENAL POLICIES AND PRISON SYSTEMS 
 

36th Annual Conference of the European Group for the Study of Deviance 
and Social Control 

 
4th September - 7th September 2008 

Padua, Italy 
 

In collaboration with Department of Sociology, University of Padua 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
Exploring and explaining the relationship between crises in welfarism and the growth 
of prison systems is central to contemporary socio-criminological analysis. The deficit 
in legitimacy now experienced by political institutions contrasts with the systematic 
reproduction of security-oriented rhetoric and the increase in authoritarian laws. This 
is evident, for example, in hardening immigration policies, restrictions on citizenship 
and the neo-liberal regulation of the workforce. In criminal justice systems 
marginalization and criminalization dominate institutional policies and practices 
heightening the structural crisis of prisons and other forms of detention. The 
overcrowded prison has become a common phenomenon throughout Europe countries 
demanding a critical response through new alternative initiatives and penal abolition. 
It is a paradox that new prisons built to meet the problems of overcrowding and to 
replace old prisons soon become full and overcrowded. This is the logic of mass 
incarceration. If prisons are built they will be filled. Alternatives to prison must be 
considered in terms of their potential to reduce the prison population. This returns the 
debate to the politics of abolition.  
 
Papers are invited on any aspect of the theme, including; 
  
- Theories of Space, Power and State Control 
- Prison Research and Empirical Studies 
- The Rule of Law, Criminal Justice and Incarceration 
- Institutional Control and Authoritarianism 
- Immigration Policies and Criminalization of Immigrants 
- New Systems of Surveillance 
- Detention without Trial in the ‘War on Terror’ 
- The Imprisonment of Children and Young People 
- The Rise and Consolidation of Supermax Prisons 
- Gender, Violence and Punishment  
- Methodologies in Penal Research 
 

 
Abstracts submitted by 30 June 2008 to 
Alvise Sbraccia: alvise.sbraccia@unipd.it 
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4th September - 7th September 2008 
Padua, Italy 

 
In collaboration with Department of Sociology, University of Padua 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
To register and book a place at the conference please fill in the form and send it (via Email) to the Conference 
Administrator by 30 June 2008: Alvise Sbraccia, Dipartimento di Sociologia, via Cesarotti 10\12, 35123, 
Padova (Italy). Email contact: alvise.sbraccia@unipd.it 
 
Conference fees (in EURO):  
            (draw an X) 
Full delegate, fully employed (includes accommodation and meals)                             350 O                                
Full delegate, low-paid/ part-time employed (includes accommodation and meals)               250 O 
Full delegate, student/unemployed (includes accommodation and meals)                           200 O 
Full delegate, non-residential  (includes all meals)                                                  150 O   
Day delegate, (daily rate, includes lunch)                                                                     80 O 
Day delegate, (daily rate, not including lunch)                                                        35 O 
 
 
Payments should be made in Euro (cash) at your arrival at the Sociology dept. of the University of Padua 
(address: via Cesarotti 10\12, 35123 Padova). Receipts will be immediately available. 
 
REGISTRATION DETAILS: (CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) 
Name:  
Address:  
 
 
Country:  
Tel:  
 
Fax:  
 
E-mail:  
 
Paper title: 
  
 
Vegetarian or dietary requirements:  
 
Please advise us of other special requirements: 
 
 
We regret that there are no crèche facilities available but children are welcome 
Conference Registration: 4 pm, 4 September. Conference Ends: 1 pm, 7 September 
For further details about the conference: http://www.europeangroup.org/  
 


